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persons do, in order to devote themselves to God.
Some have persevered even to death; some are still
living and have persevered and passed the age for
marriage. Married persons come to offer themselves
at the altars, and live like brothers and sisters; and,
after losing the children whom they had had from
their Holy marriage, before embracing the state of
continence, they have not been willing to return to
their former state. The fair mirror of chastity is so
clean at the Sault that people there cannot endure
the least spot on it; and the savages are delicate on
this point, even to excess.

1682.

As most of the things which have been related
have been done by those who are called by the name
of the Holy family, they have rendered this society
most commendable among the savages. This body
of people, sound in christianity, sustain the whole
mission by the pains that they take to perfect them-
selves, and by what they do to convert the others.
But, since most of them deserve that narratives of
their lives be composed, we say nothing further of
them here. Drunkenness again returns to the
charge this year. Drunkards had not yet been seen
to enter the village; two appeared there and were
immediately punished, as will be seen elsewhere.

The blessing of the first bell of the mission took
place in the month of June. The Holy family alone
purchased it for the public convenience, because the
one which we had was too small, and the fields were
too far from the village. This bell weighs 81 livres,
and was named marie. They also began the
custom of hearing the catechism on sundays before
benediction. The father explains the christian



